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Most of the regions in Kentucky growing corn and soybeans received between 40 to 51 inches of rain by the first
week of July. Most of those same regions have received very little or scattered rains since. The timing of when corn
and soybeans were planted and when they are scheduled to mature will make for some wild yield swings in 2025.
Simpson County had recorded 41.43” at the Mesonet site located in southern Simpson County on Kummer Road by
the beginning of July. We then recorded 5.5” during the month of July at the Mesonet. Then from July 28  through
the entire month of August until September 5 , we only recorded 0.14” during critical growth and development
periods for our soybeans and late planted corn. Dr. Chad Lee does a wonderful job summarizing our current
situations with corn and soybeans in south central and western Kentucky below.   
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Corn
Corn planted on time in the western regions of Kentucky is being harvested now. Reports are coming in of excellent
to phenomenal yields in some of those fields. Corn in those fields had plenty of water in the soil to complete seed fill.
The dry weather during the latter phases of seed fill helped keep diseases away and allowed for rapid drydown after
that corn reached blacklayer. The combination of favorable moisture for seed fill and dry weather during kernel
drydown often favors better grain quality.
Corn planted a few weeks or a month later has had a more difficult challenge. Most of that corn made it through
pollination with little issues. But, the dry weather through seed set and seed fill reduced kernel number and is likely
reducing kernel weight. Kernel drydown after blacklayer should be rapid, but yields are likely to be below five-year
averages. Normally, we might expect these conditions to lower test weights. But, for some fields the dry weather was
so long that test weight may be just fine even if  yields are off  target.
Corn planted into wet conditions that resulted in sidewall compaction or subsurface compaction have run out of
water prematurely and yields will be lower. Yields will be much lower in some of those fields.
On a very general observation, corn west of Leitchfield and south of Horse Cave that was planted on time and into
good conditions should have good to excellent yields. Corn from about Leitchfield eastward was planted later due to
heavy rains and experienced more severe drought conditions during seed fill. Yields are likely to be less overall in
these areas.

Soybeans
This year, full season soybeans are likely to fair much better than double-crop soybeans…unless those double-crop
soybeans get some timely, frequent gentle rains the next two weeks. In the Bluegrass Region, I have watched a
soybean field on an eroded slope go backwards for the last three weeks until 80% of the plants passed the wilting
point in the field. This is the extreme case and is repeated in small areas of fields around the state.
Soybeans have a better chance to escape short periods of stress because they have multiple locations on a plant to
develop flowers, pods and seeds. In September, there are very little opportunities for soybeans to add more pods to
plants … unless we have an unusually warm September, timely rainfalls and a late frost.
For many full season soybean fields, I am expecting to see decent seed numbers but smaller seed sizes. For double-
crop fields, I am expecting to see lower seed number and lower seed size, resulting in lower yields.
This dry weather will identify all the thin soils in a field. Those soybeans will shut down faster than soybeans in the
better areas. Aerial photos of fields taken as the soybeans in the thin soils mature faster could be compared with soils
maps and previous yield maps to help confirm precision management strategies.

Timing is Critical
Once again, this year reminds all of us how important timing of rainfall is. Even though our annual rainfall totals
will be above normal, many of the corn and soybean fields had less than average rainfall totals when water was
needed the most. That timing will be the biggest difference between a crop success and a crop disappointment this
year.Jason R. Phillips

County Extension Agent for Agriculture & Natural
Resources Education
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Special 

Announcement

The Simpson Co. Cattlemen’s
Association is offering

$50 off
to the first 5 members to sign up for

the Master Cattlemen Program! 

All sessions will be Mondays, 5:30 -8:30 pm

Meal Provided

Lots of great information for beginner
cattle producers & seasoned.

Sessions will be held at either
Logan, Warren, Allen or Simpson

County. 
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Cook Wild Kentucky: Venison Chili

9/15 Launch Date for Farming 101
 Online Course for New and Beginning Farmers

 
9/20 Beef Bash 

 Oran C. Little Farm, Versailles, KY 9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. EST
 

9/27 Antique Tractor & Implement Show 
 Jim Roberts Community Park, 11 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 
10/3 4-H Ribeye Sale

 Extension Pavilion, 10:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

10/13 Master Cattleman begins 
 First of 6 Consecutive Monday nights, 5:30 p.m. – 8:30

p.m.
 

10/18 BOOfest
 Franklin Town Square, 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

 
10/28 & 30 Kentucky Grazing Conference 

 Held in Winchester October 28th and Leitchfield
October 30th 

 Call Caroline Roper, KFGC, if you have questions (270)
704-6618

 
10/31 RSVP Deadline for Master Cattlemen Program

 
11/13 Simpson County Cattlemen’s Association 

 Location: TBD, 6:00 p.m. 
 

11/17 SOKY Commercial Pesticide Training 
 Logan County Extension Office, 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

 
11/27-28 Simpson County Extension Office closed –

Thanksgiving Holiday
 

11/26-12/3 National Farm-City Week 
 

12/24-1/2 Simpson County Extension Office Closed-
Christmas and NewYear Holiday

 
1/3-5 2026 Kentucky Fruit & Vegetable Conference

 Marriott Griffin Gate, Lexington, KY


